INTRODUCTION
Duce spends about ten hours a day in these
headquarters of his, and it certainly cannot be
said that he shuts himself away from the common
herd after the manner of kings.
On the first floor there are half a dozen rooms
large "and small which have been tastefully
refurnished. The floors are tiled as of old. Above
are heavy beams, ancient and grimy. As in every
Roman palace, the windows with their stone
window-seats are the finest features of the
interior. The vast halls are empty, with nothing
more than a ponderous table of ancient date
occupying the middle of each, and chairs which
no one uses ranged round the walls. On these
latter, distempered in orange or dull blue, hang
pictures: madonnas, portraits, landscapes by
Veronese and Mainardi, Here and there are frescoes
which may or may not be the work of Raphael.
There are glass-fronted cupboards, too, lighted
from within, containing precious majolicas dating
back to the thirteenth century, bejewelled images
of the Blessed Virgin, priestly vestments, lace,
and carven figures of the saints. A Byzantine
chest made of ivory is said to be more than a
thousand years old. As one looks at the smoked
glassware from Murano, at greenish-gold bowls
and goblets, and one's eye turns then to measure
the thickness of the walls as displayed in the
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